One of France’s rare beanties —
the Maira Bonnet Djei 5 — has
turned up in Amnsiralia. After
road testing this delightinl ere-
ainre we muosi eonfess we . ..
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FRENCH

You would almost think the French don’t
even have to try to moke o good motor
car — there are so many of them.

by Rob Luck

Matra Bonmnet Sport
Dijet under X-Roy.

TI-IE: average Frenchman's desire for good wine,

rich food and fast wemen is equalled onl
by his affinity for fine motor machinery. It s
& little difficult to discover the whys and where-
fores of all this but suflice to say fthat a little of
the spirit of Bourbon or Burgundy and some of
the warmth and charm of the Riviera has worn
off on just about any French car vou ecan name.
No wonder then most Frenchmen develop a sort
of dellcate love affair with their cars. For all
this, their shape, however beautiful, iz never even
remotely phallic — the French seek their sexual
stimulation elsewhere,

But the car deeply affects other people besldes
Frenchmen and the test car in question eame to
us from an American, It is the same Matra Bon-
net (Djet Sport) which we previewed for you
earlier this wvear, and the ohe which appears an
this month's cover. We drove the car briefly, too
briefly, on several occasions and always in the
presence of the owner, but at least a small part
og_ the infectious qua‘lfty of the machine rubbed
off.

Tts hioﬁraprtti-' iz intimately wound up with
Renault — and it is in fact a marriage of Ren-
ault basics, Matra design-ingenulty and Bonnet
lunlgg. This tic eternal triangle was re-
solved only this year when Bonnet's association

with the make was wound up, leaving the car's
designation as simply Matra. Earlier cars were
known as Matra Djet GTs when they bore the
name of Bonnet only, but current models are
designated Matra D{n;t Sport and Matra Diet
Sportzs 8 (the Gordin

Special

1100 version).
builders-cum-coachbuilders  discovered

T




the Renault virtues very earily im the plece and
it Is-a fine tribute to the standard car that the
brilliant Matra is fashioned upon almost stock
RE 1100 mechanicals. Engime, transmission, sus-
pension, steering and brakes are essentially HE
except for the necessary performance modifica-
tions — compensator springs, stiffer spring rates,
hetter damping, altered ratios, and so on.

The B8 was snatched up as a possible basis
for a high performance sports car almost from
the time of its release when Matra foresaw its
potential. Since then there have been others —
and maost notable among them is the also-French
firm of Sovam whose effort was not nearly as sue-
cessful as Matra's. But Matra started with a de-
cided advantage — for it is not solely empl
in epachbuilding in the way that Farina and Ber-
tone are. Matra is most famous as the manufac-
turer of sleek wind-cheating covers for missiles,
bombs and rockets; but it hag also been involved
in motor racing — and its new Formula Three
car will possibly be piloted by Jackie Stewart
next year. Matra-version Renaulte of all descrip-
tions have appeared in many forms of motor
sport on the Continent — particularly trials and
rallies — and scored reasonahle successes.

The Sports Djet Renault rolls out of the
limited-production factory at Champigny-sur-
Marne at the rate of only 200-0dd per year and
each one recelves speclalist attention from start
to finish, a factor which weighs heavy in the
overall gquality and finish of the product.

In general though, the finish is plain, functional
and bordering on the spartan. Externally the car
is  exquisitely styled fibreglass with simple
stralght lines, almost non-existent frontal area
and deep-canted rear window. Right up front are
the combination setup of fully-shrouded head-
lamps and spotlights deeply recessed into under-
body nacelles, The front vent and bonnet louvres
help to conduct & plentiful supply of air to the
radiator {(which Iz also cooled by thermo-electric
fan) and under-guard scoops keep the fabulous
11 in. dises at the ideal operating temperatures.
The engine-cooling system is a little offbeat, in
that the fan cools both the front-mounted radia-
tor fsealed coolant system) and the cabin space
the supply of air to the latter being controlled
by the louvre-and-vent system let into the dash-
board. The engine is also cooled by clever ducting

The Djet 58 — with
Gordini bils, was
shown af Paris Show
laxd wear.

The car certainly
gives @ very norrow

impresgion  viewad
from directly in frond
or behind. verall

nroportions arve smell

MATRA — SPORT

DJET

alruund the rear window and along the side pan
els,

A tiny, almost unnoticeable bonnet deck-lid
opens to an equally small parcels and luggage
compartment. It is opened from under the dash
in the cockpit. The cockpit itzelf has smallish
exterior dimensions with lo slop wind-
screens tapering away fore and aft e front



windsereens was lifted direct from the Bonnet
Missiles — 1 and 11, earlier and singularly un-
handsome efforts. It 1 far more gradually raked
than even an E Type and the airflow is then
conducted over the tiny turret and down the long
rear glass, which is slightly convex. In line with
Dr Kamm's experiments, the tail is sawn off
rather abruptly, but neatly all the same — and
unlike the somewhat unfortunate efforts of other
manufacturers it harmonises with the rest of
the car.

The fibreglass iz protected by contoured rubber-
insert bumperettes at the front and a full width
bash bar at the rear. There are no chrome adorn-
ments on the car apart from windscreen inserts,
and identification letterings. The guards on both
(ront and rear wheels have beautifully sculpted
fairings and the ducts are slesk ta projec-
tions smoothly let in to the overall shape. At
tention to air flow in the cockpit area is so fas-
tidious that even the door handle catches are re-

cessed.
The rear guarter vents o to suck out stale
cockpit air. Even the standard Renault RE 5.60

x 15 shod =lotted wheels blend well with the over-
all styling, Their only adornment is a fake set
of knockoffs which screw off easily by hand to
remove the hubcaps, .

The interior is roomnmy and comfortable for two
(or three at a pinch) but combines a rather
pecullar mixture of good and notso-good.  The
equipment is all there (as with the standard
Renault sedan, anyway) and it is nicely trans.
posed to the sports car with suitable methodical
imtegration . . . but it is not any means lavish.
There is a fair amount of painted fbreglase and
metal combined with black leather ding and
it is almost disappointing. But bear in mind that
this Is the economy model — the deluxe trim in-
cludes [ull wood-grain panelling right across the
dash and down the speclally fabricated centre
congole. Instrumentation is also far more com-
prehensive and runs to E"-’EI‘Fﬂ'Iii‘]ﬁ from a clock
to full engine data gauges and radio, In separate
panels, plus an impressive array of toggle
switches,

On the test Matra the instrumentation was all

included in the two huge dials which sit right in
the driver's forward line of vision. They are
bagically for speed and engine rpm Indication, but
lhe§ contain smaller additional gauges for oil
— both pressure and temperature — water tem-
perature, ammeter and fuel gauge. Although
quite tiny they are easily readable at a pglance
after a rperiud of orientation to the relative posi-
tions of the needles in the ideal runn condi-
tions, and a brief refresher course In deciphering
French. The big dials themselves are 1ﬂ3tﬂ.ﬂt1¥
readable, alternatively in kph to 240 (150 mph
or rpm to 9000 — which is caleulated to induce
no small amount of alarm in unwary passengers.
In fact the test car, in painfully Inadequate state
of tune, turned in 108 mph although the 5000
mark on the tacho was not exceeded during ac-
celeration runs, Still, in view of Gordini per-
formances we feel an attainable rpm limit would
be somewhere in the vicinity of 8000, and an
advisable top-line 6500-TOMD.

Az the periormance show, standing
uarter miles ran in the low 18 second mark.
%ﬂng the high rmr".ri:f'lzd little powerplant to its
fullest, and with a good tuning job — wvery low
17 second times should be the norm. We would
be wery surprised if the car would not exceed
the maker's top speed claim of 112 mph. Bear in
mind that this car is powered by a little-worked
Renault 1108 motor and you will reallse that
there must be another influencing factor.

In fact there are two: aerodynamles and
welight.

Possibly more than any other facet of the car's
manufacture, the aerodynamics got specialist at-
tention and it is evident in more ways than a
pretty shape. At speed there is not a trace of
wind ™ disturbance anywhere around the cockpit
ares, even with the windows fully wound down.
It could almost be taken for granted that this
would be the expected legacy of havin%ethe body
designed by a manufacturer of missile caisson,
but a car presents new challenges in the incor-
poration of smooth windscreen shapes, air ducts
and all the other normal features,

The all-fibreglass outer shell makes for ex-

MATERA BONNET

SPECIFICATIONS

DIMENSIOMS:

Whenlbose o s e TH 1 in.
Track, front s IUSEREL ¥ i S Y
] e, - | AN AT ot (1 e A S N LR g 4f | §in.
Ground clearance .. 4.9in.
Terning circle .. e SRR Sk .
L5 Yl BT P e 1 e T R
Overall width . 46 11 n,
CHASSIS:

Brake PR i - four wheel disc
AT T R I e DL S 340-3q in.

Suspension, front ... . independent, super imposed

triangles, coils

Suspenslon, rear ... .. . suparimposed parallelograms,
concentric coils
Sheck obsorbers e teloscopic, fwo front, four rear

e e e e e e e ——— e e e
10

Tyre alme o 158 by 380
Weight NS e P T A 12wt
Fual tank capacily ... : 10 gala
Appro crulsing FONEE s oo — 305 miles
ENGINE:

Cylinders ... e L four, In line
Bore and stroke ... 70 mm by 72 mm
Ot eapaeily e et e L
Comprassion rofio .. 102 1o 1
Fusl rmequirement — o —— - |00 octane

] el R N Tl - pushrod, overhead
MOXEmm  POwer e vee. 70 bhp at H000 pm

Maximum forque ... _ £5.5 ft/Ths at G000 rpm

TRAMSMISSION

Crweprall ratios
First [oynchea) v
Sapand [synchro) i

Third {smchre] e,
Fourth {synchro] e e
Mph per 1000 rpm in fop gear




treme lightness, though not at the sacrifice of
ripidity, tautness or even finish. The color Is
resin-sealed deep into the glass and gives an
extremely glossy fade-free finish — in deep gold-
grey on the fest car.

The ﬂtme%laas brings overall weight down 1o
12791h, With the Renault 1100 power output
humped uEEfmm 50 to 60 bhp the power to weight
ratio works out at a rather fantastie 1224 bhp/
ton. The extra power iz churned out by swapping
over the 998 cc head with higher compression,
bringing overall compression to 10.2 to one. This
is fegcl by twin Solex carburettors. The overall -
sult — far greater power output, freer revving
characteristics, preater torgue and therefore
greater flexibility, comparable fuel consumption
with the standard motor and no loss in reliability.
They have, it seems, stumbled on a near-perfect
formula.

{Continued on page 18)

PERFORMANCE
Top spead OVEMODE 102 mph
Fastest run P . ., S 104 mph
M, AR 27 mph [£000 rpm limit|
Moximurm, sacend Ty e 45 mph [6000 rpm limith
Mairnurm, T e ecnicsninnn. T4 mphi (8000 rpm limit)
Maximum, Tourth Coo e 102 mph (6000 rpm limit)
Standing quarter mile average ... |B.4 seconds
PERIBEE TN e reermabeicson i e L L0 s M| -REETIERE
O i S Rl i s R A seaEe
O to 40 mph e E0 spconds
010 SOMPE i emiomiemrie et e s e T BETOAIDE
I R1T - ) T R S—— | 0 5 ()
0t Mmph . TRER daiE | 5.9 seconds
R T R R B i 2003 smconds
ol Vol - RS S seconds
O nas L0 mph: el S e e e B smeinidy
Through fhe gears
40 to &0mph .. 5.8 seconds
50 to 70 mph e 11 seconds
&0 to B mph —— 4.7 seconds
Fuel Consumption, overall 27 mpg

Fuel Consurmption, enalsing e — i, 30 WRD

Froance's  other Ren-
ault modifier — Bovam
— twrned up this not.
so-pretty effort,

Twa =ide wview oul-
giwans indicets corefil
mechanical thotghdt,
Engine iz wp front of
rear oxles, ceatre of
mrevity odcer than REs,

Emcrmots hatch, reminiscent of F Type pives
access to ugoage ond englie comporiments —
all corpeted.
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MATRA BONNET DIJET 5

fContinued from poge 11)

But the englneering genius of the combined
companies went 8 stage further vet. How to fit
the engine in a short overall size, so as to get a
compact shape without having to resort to space-
stealing engine tilting or re-location? The answer
was simple. They simply unbolted -the engine
from the transmission, located it forward of the
rear axles, and reversed and inverted the gear-
box completely. In one awift move It gave the
car a centrally located erplant and all the
advantages associated with this — a good welght
distribution, absence of handling vices and so on,
with an accgptably small number of the dis-
advantages. Certainly ways had to be found of
scooping more alr to the engine, and there were
nolse and heat problems for the cockpit which
the ine abutted — but these were overcome
satis!antorll¥. With the long rear window, lug-
gage space In that region is fair.

But all this clever engineering would be
nought without a good suspension -— and in
thiz regard the specialisers were very fortunate.
The Renault B8 syatem of front colla-wishbones
and rear parallel bars has first class natural
handling and when mated to a central engine
location, low ground clearance and low overall
body height, the end result is little short of
fantastie.

The Renault's colls were ].DFPEE‘ off one turn
all round and stiffened slightly. Comblined with
slightly softer ﬂmnplngethﬁy rovided an entirely
roll-free handling system with an even, moder-
ately-soft ride. The car just won't lean no matter
how hard it is committed to a corner and even
violent throwi about can't induce a feeling
of cockpit instability — a factor which goes a
long way to winning the confidence of both
driver and passenger. Handling is virtually neut-

ral with just a shade of understeer — ¥yes, We
gaid understeer on a Renault, This we attributed
to the better englne location which entirely re-
moves that iffy feeling present In the tail of the
best BBz at speed. The tail can be induced out
on looge, wet or smooth, tight corners but it
does B0 very unwﬂling}if, and snaps back so
quick that the inexpeflenced driver will find
himself with armfuls of unnecessary correction.
All this is entirely pointless of course for the car
would much prefer a smooth line all the way.
This would be one of the safest handling cars
we have ever driven and undoubtedly one of the
most fuss-free, effortless cars while it 18 motor-
ing guickly.

We doubt if there is any productlon car that
could clalm better brakes. The 11in. and 10in.
dizcsg have almost 3 owt less to pull up in the
Matra, and the lightest pedal pressures imagin.
able snateh the car down from 100mph speeds
without a trace of effort.

Tt is dificult to find fault in such a ear, and
if you really are looking for bad polnts you have
to resort to subfects of little consequence, like
vigibility of extremitiez and o on. But if there is
one failing it iz the lack of alr supplied to the
cockpit. Perhaps we were unfortunate to test the
car on a 100 degree-plus day at the steaming
Hardle Ferodo track, but an Australian car
would need more air supply than the un-boosted
glde wvents and rear guarter-extractors can pro-
vide, though the car I8 probably guite adequately
ventilated for Continental climates. Proper loca-
tion of the induction tubes to provide a ram-effect
wolld solve the problem simply.

If you are still wondering whether the car is
all we've just cracked it up to be, take this signi-
flcant example. The French Police Force earller
this year commissioned a national squad of Matra
Sport Djet Ss the Gordini version -— for
patrol and pursuit. And of all the performance
eq':,j‘j:.‘pment readily available in France! No more
need be said, say we. #



